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pletely ignorant of this fact; and I think Ithat the benevolent author of the paper
would confer a favour, not only on myself, ’,
but on the public at large, by pointing out
what description of remedial treatment, di-
rected to the brain, will produce the desired
alteration in the dispositions of men; whe-
ther, for instance, he employs bleeding,
general or local, in such common use for
affections of the brain ; or blisters, purga-
tives, emetics, or anodynes; or does he give
the usual remedies for chronic affections-

mercury, or other alteratives ? The state-
ments in his paper must certainly, I think,
be considered to be incomplete, unless he
also gives us the information I have re-

quested. I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
0. P.

February 17, 1842.

* Our correspondent must seek for
moral remedies in the science of the mind,
phrenology, and not in medicine. It is to
the former that Mr. Sampson, who is not a
medical man, refers.

PROCEEDINGS OF DRUGGISTS.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-Amongst your very excellent re-
marks on the recent movement of the che-
mists and druggists, I think you have omitted
to notice one grand feature of their plan an-
nounced by them in unequivocal terms,
namely, that they will strive to the utmost to i
obtain a charter which shall give them the 

I

exclusive right to prepare medicines, and
which shall not prohibit them from prescrib-
ing behind the counter. This is an open de-
claration of war against the general practi-
tioner, who, from the earliest period of his
history, has had the right to prepare medi-
cines, and who now, under the Act of 1815,
is lesallv constituted an apothecary. Since
these tradesmen have thus such a hostile
spirit towards the apothecary, they have no
right to expect a continuance of his support.
To the apothecary they owe their bread. A
few of them, by the aid of some M.D.’s,
have stepped into the place of the apothe-
cary as compounders of medicines, in large
towns, and are, perhaps, independent of the
apothecary; but the general practitioners form
nine-tenths at least of the prescribers of me-
dicine, and if they were either to form drug
companies amongst themselves, or to procure
their drugs from Apothecaries’ Hall, the
druggists, as a body, would speedily feel
the consequence. Let the latter reflect upon
the position they have chosen, and no longer
be beguiled by a few metropolitan physicians
out of their proper orbits. I am, Sir, your
obedient servant,

AN OBSERVER.
London, Feb. 4, 1842.

MISTAKE IN DISPENSING.

CONSTANT READER.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SiR,-In the event of your not having seen
a report of the inquest held last week in
Bath on the body of the unfortunate Miss
Rathbone, I forward to you the Bath Chro-
nicle of the 3rd instant. It has lately been
much the practice in this city for the physi-
cian to attend families at a certain sum per
annum, the prescriptions being invariably
sent to the druggist, to the detriment of the
general practitioner,-endangering also the
lives of the public. In the present instance
it appears that, by Dr. Watson’s desire, the
chemist actually watched by the bedside of
the patient during the whole night. A few
words from you on this subject would prove
satisfactory to a

CONSTANT READER.
Near Chippenham, Feb. 8, 1842.

A DRUGGIST’S RETORT.

A DRUGGIST. (?)

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SiR,-Being a regular reader of THE

LANCET, and generally finding some spiteful
remarks respecting the doing of chemists
and druggists, I am induced to hand you the
inclosed piece of humbug, the author being
an M.D. and a surgeon. Perhaps I must
not expect notice to be taken of it on your
part. Your obedient servant,

A DRUGGIST. (?)
February 22, 1842.
" Dr. Maclean, surgeon, &c., continues to

give prescriptions and advice, gratis, at his
house, 29, Upper Montagu-street, Montagu-
square, every Monday, Wednesday, Friday,
and Saturday evenings, at any time after
eight o’clock ; and, if preferred, the prescrip-
tions will be dispensed by a qualified assistant.
Dr. M., as usual, continues to see patients
gratuitously, during his morning hour, from
ten till eleven.

" Midwifery fee, one guinea.
" 29, Upper Montagu-street, Montagu-

square, four doors from Crawford-street."

LACERATION OF THE VAGINA
AND

CERVIX UTERI CURED.

MRS. C., aetat. 30, had uterine haemorrhage
at the seventh month, but at the eighth month
it recurred to an alarming extent. The pla-
centa was attached to the os uteri. At nine,
a.m., delivery was effected without difficulty,
but there was considerable haemorrhage,

* At the Central Criminal Court they
might class some of these "doings "-in
which, however, no respectable chemists are
ever found to be engaged-under the name
of " manslaughter."-ED. L.


